100 BOOKS FOR READING, LISTENING, AND SHARING 
from the collection of talking and Braille books

Start a year of reading fun with Talking Books or Braille. The collection of talking and Braille books is filled with titles for reading, listening, and sharing. 

This list is just a sampling of books for young readers. More talking or Braille books by many of these authors, and books on these and other subjects are available. If you do not find your favorite book or author on this list, let us know. We will be happy to check on availability. Or visit our online catalog:
http://webopac.klas.com/ilbph
For more information about Talking and Braille books, or more information about this program, contact:

Voices of Vision Talking Book Center
127 South First Street
Geneva, IL 60134
630-208-0398 phone
800-227-0625 toll free
Website: http://www.vovtbc.org
Email: vovinfo@dupagels.lib.il.us
Key to Symbols:

BR = Braille Book

RC = Recorded Cassette Book

DB = Digital Book

RC 24609

BR 12015 (Print/Braille)
The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle. 

A hungry caterpillar eats his way through so much food that he has a stomachache. When he builds a small house for himself, something wonderful happens. For preschool-grade 2.

RC 31481

DB 31481 (May be available only for download)

The Runaway Bunny by Margaret Wise Brown.  

A little rabbit who wants to run away tells his mother how he will escape, but she is always right behind him. For preschool-grade 2.
RC 55972

DB 55972 (May be available only for download)

Bedtime for Frances by Russell Hoban. 

Frances finds it difficult to go to sleep with the strange noises and menacing shapes that seem to fill her room after dark. For preschool-grade 2.

RC 26192

DB 26192 (May be available only for download)

BR 8934 (Print/Braille)
If You Give a Mouse a Cookie by Laura Joffe Numeroff. 

When a small boy offers a passing mouse a cookie, the mouse asks for a glass of milk, then a straw, then a look in a mirror, then a haircut, and a whole series of activities that end, of course, with a cookie. For preschool-grade 2.

RC 34056

DB 34056 (May be available only for download)

BR 13450 
BR 16721 (Print Braille)
Green Eggs and Ham by Dr. Seuss. 

In this rhyming story, Sam-I-am follows his companion everywhere, begging him to taste a dish of green eggs and ham. For preschool-grade 2.
BR 16034 (Print/Braille)
Look Out Kindergarten, Here I Come! by Nancy Carlson.
Prepárate, Kindergarten! Allá Voy! por Nancy Carlson. 

Even though Henry looks forward to going to kindergarten, he is not sure about staying once he arrives at the classroom door. Bilingual book in English and Spanish. For preschool-grade 2. 
BR 7943 (Print/Braille)
Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by Bill Martin, Jr. and John Archambault; illustrated by Lois Ehlert. 
Alphabet rhyme chant that tells of the day when all of the letters of the alphabet decide to race up the coconut tree. "Chicka chicka boom boom! Will there be enough room?" For preschool-grade 2.

BR 7535 (Print/Braille)

Heckedy Peg by Audrey Wood; illustrated by Don Wood. 

A poor mother with seven children named Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, saves them from a terrible witch who has changed them into food. For preschool-grade 2.

RC 41091

DB 41091 (May be available only for download)

Anansi and the Talking Melon retold by Eric A. Kimmel. 

Anansi the Spider visits Elephant’s garden to have a taste of a ripe melon. But Anansi eats so much of the sweet, juicy fruit that he gets too fat to crawl out of the hole in the melon. While he waits to get thin, Anansi decides to have some fun. He tricks Elephant into thinking the melon can talk. Soon Elephant is off to show the talking melon to the king, but he’s in for a big surprise. For preschool-grade 2.
RC 42932

BR 7903 (Print/Braille)
Owl Moon by Jane Yolen, illustrated by John Schoenherr. 

On a cold winter’s night, under a bright full moon, a young girl and her father trek into the woods to see the Great Horned Owl. Caldecott Medal 1988. For preschool- grade 2.
RC 62384

DB 62384 (May be available only for download)

Salad People and More Real Recipes: a New Cookbook for Preschoolers and Up by Mollie Katzen. 

A beginner’s cookbook of twenty easy-to-assemble dishes for young chefs, with set-up instructions for the adult helper. Covers safety tips and cooking hints for food projects like Tiny Tacos, Crunchy Fruity Granola, Polka Dot Rice, and Egg Salad. For preschool-grade 2 and older readers. 2005.

BR 18260

Houndsley and Catina by James Howe. 

After Catina, a cat, writes a disappointing book and Houndsley, a dog, loses a cooking contest, the two best friends find the right things to say to each other, because that’s what best friends do. Three short chapters. For grades K-3.

RC 47946

DB 47946 (May be available only for download)

BR 12910

The Complete Adventures of Curious George by Margret Rey and H.A. Rey; introduction by Madeleine L’Engle. 

A collection of seven books published between 1941 and 1966 featuring George, a mischievous monkey. George likes to investigate the new things he encounters, a habit that usually causes trouble. His friend, the man with the large yellow hat, often rescues George--who goes on to more adventures. For grades K-3.
RC 54794

BR 17950

Junie B. Jones and the Stupid Smelly Bus by Barbara Park. 

Junie B. is almost six years old and is starting kindergarten. She worries for a week about riding the yellow school bus and doesn’t like her first trip on it at all. So she decides not to ride it home after school. For grades K-3.

RC 51143

DB 51143 (May be available only for download)

BR 12336

Frog and Toad are Friends by Arnold Lobel. 

Five stories about the adventures of two friends, a solemn green frog and a funny brown toad. When Frog is sick in bed looking green, Toad brings him some tea and tells him a story. And when Toad loses his button, Frog helps him find it. Caldecott Honor Book 1971. For grades K-3.
RC 44738
BR 15177 
Little Bear by Else Homelund Minarik.  
Four episodes about Little Bear in which he tries to persuade his mother to make him a winter outfit, makes himself some birthday soup, takes an imaginary trip to the moon, and finally goes to sleep as his mother tells him a story.  For grades K-3. 

RC 32830

DB 32830 (May be available only for download)

Dinosaur Bob and His Adventures with the Family Lazardo by William Joyce. 

Every year before the start of baseball season, the Lazardo family takes a trip. While on a safari in Africa, young Scotty Lazardo finds a dinosaur and names him Bob. The Lazardos bring Bob back to Pimlico Hills, where he becomes the talk of the town and the star player of the Pimlico Pirates baseball team (who had never before won a game.) For grades K-3.
BR 17244 (Print/Braille)
Adèle & Simon by Barbara McClintock. 

Paris, early 1900s. When Adèle walks her little brother Simon home from school, he loses his hat, gloves, scarf, sweater, coat, knapsack, books, and crayons and his drawing of a cat along the way. Before Mama becomes angry, there is a knock at the door. For grades K-3.

RC 42913

BR 16447

BR 10039 (Print/Braille)   

Make Way for Ducklings by Robert McCloskey.  

Five helpful Boston policemen stop busy city traffic so that Mrs. Mallard can move her family of eight ducklings from their island in the Charles River to their new home in the Public Garden. Caldecott Medal 1942.  For grades K-3.
RC 64692

DB 64692 (May be available only for download)

Toys Go Out: Being the Adventures of a Knowledgeable Stingray, a Toughy Little Buffalo, and Someone Called Plastic by Emily Jenkins. 

Six stories relate the adventures of three best friends--Lumphy, StingRay, and Plastic--who happen to be toys belonging to a little girl. In "The Serious Problem of Plastic-ness," Plastic discovers what toy she is with the help of TukTuk the towel. For grades K-3.

BR 16024 (Print/Braille)
Wild About Books by Judy Sierra; pictures by Marc Brown.

When librarian Molly McGrew drives her bookmobile into the zoo by mistake, she first attracts the animals to reading with a book by Dr. Seuss. A story in rhyme. For grades K-3. 

RC 44292

DB 44292 (May be available only for download) 
BR 3644 (Print/Braille)
Madeline by Ludwig Bemelmans.  

A story in rhyme about a little girl in a Paris boarding school who manages to have a lively time in spite of appendicitis.  Caldecott Honor Book 1940. For grades K-3.  

BR 15012 (Print/Braille)
The Mysterious Tadpole by Steven Kellogg. 

Louis is delighted when his uncle gives him a tadpole from Scotland for his birthday. But it soon becomes clear that Louis’s pet is not turning into an ordinary frog. For grades K-3.

BR 11017 (Print/Braille)
Maples in the Mist: Children’s Poems from the Tang Dynasty translated by Minfong Ho. 

A selection of sixteen poems traditionally taught to children. Written during the Tang Dynasty more than a thousand years ago, these short unrhymed poems evoke the beauty and sounds of the natural world. For grades K-3.
BR 17041 (Print/Braille)
Kami and the Yaks by Andrea Stenn Stryer; illustrated by Bert Dodson. 

With a storm approaching, Kami--a deaf Sherpa boy--finds the littlest of his family’s four yaks stuck in a crevice. Kami bravely rushes home and acts out the yak’s plight then leads his father and brother to the rescue. Schneider Family Book Award 2008. For grades K-3.
RC 40183

DB 40183 (May be available only for download)
BR 10284  
Amelia Bedelia by Peggy Parish.  
When Amelia Bedelia shows up for her first day of work as a housekeeper, her new employer, Mrs. Rogers, gives her a list of things to do and drives away.  Amelia is puzzled by the instructions but follows them anyway.  She dresses the chicken in a little outfit, dusts the furniture with dusting powder, and cuts up the towels to change them. For grades K-3. 
RC 65106

DB 65106 (May be available only for download)

Owen & Mzee: the Language of Friendship told by Isabella Hatkoff, Craig Hatkoff, and Paula Kuhumbu. 

Kenya. Describes the unlikely friendship between Owen, a baby hippo, and Mzee, a 130-year-old giant tortoise. Explains their use of gentle nips and nudges and rumbling vocal calls to communicate. For grades K-3. 2007.

BR 13875 

You Read to Me, I’ll Read to You: Very Short Stories to Read Together by Mary Ann Hoberman. Thirteen short, humorous, rhyming stories in two voices, for beginning readers or for a child and an adult. Intended to celebrate the joys of reading together, the stories are about "cats and puppies, bears and mice, snakes, telephones, snowmen, birthdays, friendships and more." For grades K-3.
RC 30872

DB 30872 (May be available only for download)

Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day by Judith Viorst.  

Alexander wakes up to find gum in his hair and no prize in his cereal box.  As the day gets much worse, Alexander thinks of running off to Australia until his mother assures him that everybody has days like this, even in Australia.  For grades K-3.

BR 10015 (Print/Braille)
Officer Buckle and Gloria by Peggy Rathmann. 
Officer Buckle knows lots of safety tips, and he loves to share them with the students at Napville School. But nobody seems to listen to him. Then one day, the Napville police department gets a police dog--Gloria. Office Buckle takes her along the next time he goes to Napville School, and this time the children listen. But why? Caldecott Medal 1996. For grades K-3.
BR 17242 (Print/Braille) 
Epossumondas Saves the Day by Coleen Salley; illustrated by Janet Stevens. 
In this variation on the Louisiana folktale "Sody Sallyraytus," each of Epossumondas’s birthday guests disappears until it is finally up to him to rescue them all and bring home the "sody" for his birthday biscuits. For grades K-3.

BR 11031 (Print/Braille)
The Rough-Face Girl by Rafe Martin. 
This Algonquin Indian folktale is a variation on the Cinderella story. The two beautiful, older sisters are mean to the Rough-Face Girl. But her inner beauty gives her an advantage when all three want to marry the Invisible Being. For grades K-3.
RC 56278

DB 56278 (May be available only for download)

They Call Me Woolly: What Animal Names Can Tell Us by Keith DuQuette.

Explains how an animal’s name can often reveal where the animal lives, what sound it makes, or how dangerous it is. Provides details about each of the thirty-five creatures whose names are explored. Also includes brief factual information about other unusual animals. For grades K-3. 2002.

RC 48836

DB 48836 (May be available only for download)

The Complete Tales by Beatrix Potter.

Collection of stories by Beatrix Potter presented in chronological order with a brief note about the origins of each piece. Begins with “The Tale of Peter Rabbit,” first published in 1902. For grades K-3.

RC 24837
DB 24837 (May be available only for download)

BR 16550

Ramona the Pest by Beverly Cleary.
Ramona meets interesting people in kindergarten class, such as Davy, whom she keeps trying to kiss, and Susan, whose springy curls seem to ask to be pulled. For grades 2-4.

RC 52354

DB 52354 (May be available only for download)

BR 14104

Dinosaurs Before Dark by Mary Pope Osborne. 

Eight-and-a-half-year-old Jack and his seven-year-old sister Annie find a magic tree house in the woods near their home. Climbing inside, they are whisked back to the prehistoric time of dinosaurs. But how will they return to their own time? For grades 2-4.
RC 59453

DB 59453 (May be available only for download)

The Boy Who Drew Birds: a Story of John James Audubon by Jacqueline Davies. 

Recounts how passionately the young Frenchman who made his home in America loved birds. Describes the numerous drawings and paintings he made of birds, their nests, and eggs and reveals the way he determined whether migrating birds return to the same place in the spring. For grades 2-4. 2004.
BR 17047 (Print/Braille)
Henry’s Freedom Box by Ellen Levine. 

1849. Henry Brown, a slave in Virginia, is so upset when his wife and children are sold away without even a good-bye that he plans a desperate escape. He has friends put him in a wooden box and send him to Philadelphia--and freedom. Caldecott Honor Book 2008. For grades 2-4.

RC 35732

BR 11502   
Where the Sidewalk Ends by Shel Silverstein.  
A collection of 127 madcap poems.  Subjects include Band-Aids, dancing pants, and sleeping sardines.  For grades 2-4 and older readers.  

BR 14022 (Print/Braille)
The Dinosaurs of Waterhouse Hawkins by Barbara Kerley. 

The true story of the British artist who built the first life-size models of dinosaurs for exhibit in England in 1854. During his lifetime, Hawkins dedicated his skills to educating people on both sides of the Atlantic about these awe-inspiring creatures. Caldecott Honor Book 2002. For grades 2-4. 2001.
BR 11597 

Alice Ramsey’s Grand Adventure by Don Brown. 

On June 9, 1909, Alice Ramsey left New York City to drive across America in a Maxwell automobile. Accompanied by three other women, she had to repair the car several times before finally arriving in San Francisco on August 7, 1909. The book describes the small towns, farms, railroad tracks, rivers, and mountains they passed along the way. For grades 2-4. 1997.
RC 65325 

DB 65325 (May be available only for download)

BR 17987

Clementine by Sara Pennypacker. 

Third-grader Clementine’s disastrous week includes cutting her fourth-grade friend Margaret’s long hair, chopping off her own hair, and frequenting the principal’s office. Her little brother is the easy child, while Clementine, the difficult child, fears that her parents want to get rid of her. For grades 2-4.
RC 57805

DB 57805 (May be available only for download)

BR 15300

The Tale of Despereaux: Being the Story of a Mouse, a Princess, Some Soup, and a Spool of Thread by  Kate DiCamillo. 

Despereaux, a small mouse, is condemned to the dungeon for falling in love with human Princess Pea. Despereaux meets the rat, Roscuro, while Mig, an upstairs serving girl, wishes to be a princess, too. All four meet with near disastrous results. Newbery Medal 2004. For grades 3-6.
RC 55598 

DB 55598 (May be available only for download)

Mr. Lincoln’s Way by Patricia Polacco.

Mr. Lincoln, "the coolest principal in the whole world," discovers that Eugene, the school bully, is interested in birds. Eugene enjoys attracting birds to the new atrium at school and learns about tolerance and friendship. For grades 2-4.
RC 57994

DB 57994 (May be available only for download)

New Dinos: The Latest Finds! The Coolest Dinosaur Discoveries! by Shelley Tanaka. 

Discusses new species of dinosaurs found by paleontologists excavating sites as diverse as the Sahara Desert, northeast China, Madagascar, and the Patagonian Desert in Argentina. Revises previous information about Tyrannosaurus rex and reveals facts, determined through improved technology, about other species. For grades 3-6. 2002.

RC 51409

BR 12991 

The Borrowers by Mary Norton. 

Pod, Homily, and Arrietty are a family of tiny people who live beneath the floors of an old country house, borrowing what they need from humans. When Arrietty encounters a human boy, the endangered Borrowers must relocate. For grades 3-6.

RC 42016

DB 42016 (May be available only for download)

BR 16416

The Hundred Dresses by Eleanor Estes. 

Although Wanda Petronski comes to school each day in a faded blue dress, she tells the other girls that she has a hundred dresses lined up in her closet. Popular Peggy thinks this is hilarious and teases Wanda about it. Peggy’s best friend, Maddie, is uneasy about the teasing and feels horrible when Wanda stops coming to school. Newbery Honor Book 1945. For grades 3-6.
RC 46654

DB 46654 (May be available only for download)

BR 12547 

Frindle by Andrew Clements. 

In the fifth grade Nick has his first difficult class--language arts with Mrs. Granger. He and his classmates decide to "beat her at her own game" by inventing a new word. They begin calling their pens "frindles," even though it means being on detention every day. For grades 3-6.

RC 46839

DB 46839 (May be available only for download)

BR 17770

Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White. 

RC 61062 
DB 61062 (May be available only for download)

La Telaraña de Carlota (Spanish Language)

A little girl who can talk to animals is devoted to both Wilbur, the foolishly smug pig, and Charlotte, the beautiful gray spider who saves Wilbur’s life. Newbery Honor Book 1953. For grades 3-6.
RC 59420

DB 59420 (May be available only for download) 

The Pepins and their Problems by Polly Horvath. 

The unusual Pepin family confronts numerous problems, such as owning a cow who creates lemonade rather than milk and having to cope with a competitive neighbor. The reader is invited to help solve the dilemmas. For grades 3-6. 
RC 50679

DB 50679 (May be available only for download)

BR 12917

Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo. 

Ten-year-old India Opal and her preacher dad move to a new town in Florida during the summer. Opal is lonely until she adopts a big stray dog she names Winn-Dixie. The two soon make friends with the local librarian, the pet store manager, and a nearly-blind elderly neighbor. Newbery Honor Book 2001. For grades 3-6.
BR 11351 

My Life Among the Aliens by Gail Gauthier. 

Will and his little brother, Robby, have a problem--they keep meeting aliens. At first they’re scared and try to convince their mother to help. When she refuses to believe them, the boys resign themselves to dealing with the many aliens who appear to be drawn to their house by their mother’s healthy snacks. For grades 3-6. 
RC 62253

DB 62253 (May be available only for download) 

Abel’s Island by William Steig. 

Overtaken by a torrential storm while picnicking, town mouse Abel leaves the safety of a cave to retrieve his bride’s scarf. Swept away by wind and water, Abel becomes stranded on an uninhabited island, where he survives for a year. Newbery Honor Book 1977. For grades 3-6.
RC 39621

BR 10280

Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech. 

A year ago, Sal’s grieving mother left Sal and her father to visit Idaho and never returned. Sal’s father has accepted that his wife is not coming back, but Sal has not. As she and her grandparents travel to Idaho to find her mother, Sal tells them "an extensively strange story" about her new friend Phoebe, whose mother also disappeared. And Sal gets to walk two moons in her mother’s moccasins. Newbery Medal 1995. For grades 3-6 and older readers.

BR 16073 

The SOS File by Betsy Byars, Betsy Duffey, Laurie Myers. 

The students in Mr. Magro’s class submit stories for the SOS file about their biggest emergencies. When the day finally comes for them to read their twelve stories aloud for extra credit, they find an extra one written by a surprise anonymous author. For grades 3-6.
RC 31580

BR 12658

Number the Stars by Lois Lowry. 

For ten-year-old Annemarie, life in occupied Copenhagen in 1943 is not much changed by the war--until the Nazi persecution of Danish Jews begins. Annemarie’s family helps a Jewish friend by having her pose as Annemarie’s dead sister. When a packet must be taken to the captain of a ship smuggling Jews to Sweden, Annemarie learns that being brave means "not thinking-about the dangers. Just thinking about what you must do." Newbery Medal 1990. For grades 3-6.
BR 12039 (Print/Braille)

William Shakespeare & the Globe by Aliki. 

A brief biography of William Shakespeare, the playwright and poet, with quotations from his works and descriptions of Elizabethan England. Tells about actor/director Sam Wanamaker and building a replica of the Globe Theatre, where many of Shakespeare’s plays were performed. For grades 3-6 and older readers. 1999.
RC 50083
DB 50083

The Complete Chronicles of Narnia by C.S. Lewis. 

Seven stories presented in the chronological order in which C.S. Lewis intended them to be read. The first is “The Magician’s Nephew,” telling how the journeys between the two worlds began and how the wardrobe came to be a doorway leading into Narnia. For grades 4-7.
RC 59464 

DB 59464 (May be available only for download)

Dragon Rider by Cornelia Funke. 

Brave young dragon Firedrake, his brownie companion Sorrel, and human boy Ben are on a quest to find the Rim of the World, where magical creatures live peacefully and safely. Their journey towards the Himalayas abounds with adventures as an enemy pursues them. For grades 4-7.
RC 61390

DB 61390 (May be available only for download)

BR 16186

Each Little Bird That Sings by Deborah Wiles.

Comfort Snowberger is well acquainted with death since her family runs the funeral parlor in Snapfinger, Mississippi. But it affects her differently when her own relatives die and she has to make a life-and-death choice during a flash flood. For grades 4-7. 

RC 64571

DB 64571 (May be available only for download)

Alabama Moon by Watt Key. 

Alabama, 1980. Ten-year-old Moon has lived hidden in the forest his entire life. After his father dies, Moon is put in a reform school but escapes with two other boys and returns to the woods. To survive, they must outwit a vindictive bully, Constable Sanders. For grades 4-7. 

RC 50917 

BR 12972

Mary Poppins by P.L. Travers. 
An extraordinary English woman blows in on the East Wind with her parrot-headed umbrella and magic carpetbag to become the Banks family’s new nanny. Mary Poppins introduces her elder charges, Jane and Michael, to some delightful people and experiences. For grades 4-7. 

RC 43549

BR 15490

The View from Saturday by E.L. Konigsburg. 

Mrs. Olinski is hard-pressed to explain how she selected the four students who will represent the sixth grade in the Academic Bowl. But her choice of the four calling themselves "The Souls" was excellent. As the students prepare and compete, each reveals a reason for being part of the team. Newbery Medal 1997. For grades 4-7.
RC 52345

DB 52345 (May be available only for download)

Nory Ryan’s Song by Patricia Reilly Giff. 

When Ireland’s potato crop fails in 1845 and twelve-year-old Nory Ryan’s family often goes hungry, she dreams of taking them to Brooklyn, in America. But in the meantime she learns healing from the herbalist Anna Donnelly and scrounges the countryside for food. For grades 4-7. 
RC 61553

DB 61553 (May be available only for download)

BR 16482

The Penderwicks: a Summer Tale of Four Sisters, Two Rabbits, and a Very Interesting Boy by Jeanne Birdsall.  

A widowed father takes his four daughters, aged four through twelve, and the family dog on a three-week vacation at a Berkshire Mountain estate cottage. The girls make friends with the owner’s son, much to his snobbish mother’s dismay. 2005 National Book Awards Winner Young People's Literature. For grades 4-7.
RC 59121

DB 59121 (May be available only for download)

The Man Who Went to the Far Side of the Moon: the Story of Apollo 11 Astronaut Michael Collins  by Bea Uusma Schyffert 

1969. Chronicles what Apollo 11 astronaut Michael Collins did, saw, and thought during America’s first lunar-landing mission. Relates how teammates Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin landed the lunar module and took mankind’s first steps on the moon, while Collins piloted Columbia solo fourteen times around the moon. For grades 4-7. 2003.
RC 64003 

DB 64003 (May be available only for download)

The American Story: 100 True Tales from American History by Jennifer Armstrong. 

U.S. history--from 1565 to 2000--expressed in portraits of people and events. Describes tragedies, such as the Chicago Fire and the eruption of Mount Saint Helens, and triumphs, including completion of the transcontinental railway and the first moon landing. Profiles Benjamin Franklin, Elvis Presley, and others. For grades 4-7. 2006.
RC 62169

DB 62169 (May be available only for download)

Peter and the Starcatchers by Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson. 

In this prequel to Peter Pan, Peter and four other orphan boys set sail from England on the Never Land. Peter and his mysterious new shipboard friend, Molly, fight off pirates and thieves to protect a special trunk in her keeping. For grades 4-7.
RC 47260

DB 47260 (May be available only for download)

BR 17774

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone by J.K. Rowling. 

RC 50988

BR 14710

Harry Potter y la Piedra Filosofal (Spanish Language)
On Harry Potter’s eleventh birthday, he learns that he is more than an unwanted orphan. The Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry recruits him because he has inherent magical abilities. As he purchases his school supplies--robes, wand, and messenger owl--Harry looks forward to attending his new boarding school. For grades 4-7. Bestseller.
RC 54845 

DB 54845 (May be available only for download)

BR 14469

Coraline by Neil Gaiman.

While exploring her new home, Coraline goes through a doorway that shouldn’t be there into a dangerous world where she has a disturbingly different set of parents. Since this other mother kidnaps Coraline’s real parents, it is up to Coraline to rescue them and return to her world safely. For grades 4-7.

RC 59693 

DB 59693 (May be available only for download)

Ida B. and Her Plans to Maximize Fun, Avoid Disaster, and (Possibly) Save the World by Katherine Hannigan. 

Ida B enjoys home-schooling and playing in her family’s apple orchard, so she feels frustrated and angry when her mother’s illness changes things. Ida B rebels against the sale of family land and attending public school until she learns the power of an apology. For grades 4-7.
RC 59991

DB 59991 (May be available only for download)

BR 15831

The People Could Fly: American Black Folktales told by Virginia Hamilton. 

Animals, fantasy, the supernatural, and desire for freedom shape this anthology of retold African American folktales, born of slaves’ sorrow but passed on in hope. Includes several stories where Bruh Rabbit triumphs. Coretta Scott King Author Award 1986. For grades 4-7 and older readers.

RC 32548

DB 32548 (May be available only for download)

BR 8596

James and the Giant Peach: a Children’s Story by Roald Dahl. 

An orphan, forced to live with two old women who don’t understand him, discovers a magic potion that produces a giant-sized peach. James sneaks inside the peach where he finds a new world of insects and fabulous adventures. For grades 4-7.

RC 49311

DB 49311 (May be available only for download)

BR 12592

Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis. 

During the Great Depression, ten-year-old Bud, a motherless boy, runs away from his latest (bad) foster home in Flint, Michigan. He sets out for Grand Rapids in search of the man he believes to be his father--renowned bandleader Herman E. Calloway. Coretta Scott King Author Award Winner 2000. Newbery Medal 2000. For grades 4-7.
RC 50907

DB 50907 (May be available only for download)

BR 13626 
The Bad Beginning by Lemony Snicket.

RC 61045

DB 61045 (May be available only for download)

Un Mal Principio (Spanish Language)

The Baudelaire siblings--Violet, fourteen; Klaus, twelve; and Sunny, a teething toddler--are charming and clever, but "magnets for misfortune." In short order, they are orphaned, denied access to their inheritance until Violet comes of age, and sent to live with a repulsive relative, Count Olaf. For grades 4-7. Bestseller.
BR 13732 

Shipwrecked! the True Adventures of a Japanese Boy by Rhoda Blumberg. 

A biography of the first Japanese person to live in the United States. The book recounts Manjiro’s adventures including a fishing accident and rescue by a whaling ship. Adopted by the captain, the teenager arrived in Massachusetts in 1843. Eventually returning to Japan, Manjiro worked for understanding between the two cultures. For grades 4-7. 2001.
RC 59907

DB 59907 (May be available only for download)

BR 15120

The City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau. 

A city planned to survive for two hundred years, now in year 241, suffers shortages--and a secret message-bearing box is missing. Independent-thinking twelve-year-olds Doon and Lina exchange obligatory jobs and make a discovery that could change their known world. For grades 5-8.
RC 63443 

DB 63443 (May be available only for download)

The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan.

Upstate New York, 2005. Sixth-grader Percy Jackson, the son of Poseidon and a mortal mother, attends a summer camp for demigods. After Percy angers Zeus, his friends Grover, a satyr, and Annabeth, daughter of Athena, join him to resolve the problem. Series: Percy Jackson and the Olympians; Book 1. For grades 5-8.
RC 30653

DB 30653 (May be available only for download)

The Wolves of Willoughby Chase by Joan Aiken. 

Set in nineteenth-century England, this story tells of the adventures of two young cousins left in the care of an evil governess. After their parents are lost at sea, the wicked Miss Slighcarp brings the children to an orphanage. They escape and travel 400 miles to London. For grades 5-8.
RC 33527

BR 13320
Maniac Magee: a Novel by Jerry Spinelli. 

A whole year after he ran away, eleven-year-old orphan Jeffrey Magee ends up in a highly segregated community. He lives alternately with blacks and whites, seeing the shared humanity of both. Part tall tale, part realistic fiction explores issues of homelessness, racial prejudice, and illiteracy. Newbery Medal 1991. For grades 5-8.
RC 33473
BR 13299

The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi.  
Seafaring adventure, set in 1832.  Charlotte Doyle, 13, returning from school in England to join her family in Rhode Island, is deposited on a seedy ship with a ruthless, mad captain and a mutinous crew.  Refusing to heed warnings about Captain Jaggery, Charlotte seeks his guidance and approval only to become his victim, a pariah to the entire crew, and a convicted murderer. Newbery Honor Book 1991. For grades 5-8.
RC 53670 

DB 53670 (May be available only for download)

BR 14214

A Single Shard by Linda Sue Park. 

Tree-ear, an orphan in twelfth-century Korea, spends most of his time foraging for food for himself and Crane-man, an older companion. Tree-ear takes advantage of a mishap in master potter Min’s yard to become his apprentice, learning a craft and gaining unforeseen rewards. Newbery Medal 2002. For grades 5-8.
RC 32476

BR 8606 

When the Tripods Came by John Christopher. 

In this prequel to the Tripods trilogy, Laurie, fourteen, and Andy, his friend, witness the first arrival of these towering metallic creatures. Soon, Tripod cults begin to form around a TV program devoted to these objects. A kind of mass hypnosis starts. Tripod converts begin wearing special caps that suppress their free will and make them absolute followers of the Tripods. For grades 5-8.
RC 59141 

DB 59141 (May be available only for download)

Summer of the Monkeys by Wilson Rawls. 

Late 1800s. While exploring the Ozark river bottom on their farm, fourteen-year-old Jay Berry and his hound dog, Rowdy, find a tree full of escaped circus monkeys. Jay is determined to capture them and earn some reward money to help his family. For grades 5-8 and older readers.
RC 47444

DB 47444 (May be available only for download)
BR 17776 

Holes by Louis Sachar. 

Stanley Yelnats IV finds himself in a detention center for possessing stolen property that he didn’t take. While digging holes under the summer Texas sun, he sees a fellow inmate running away--and follows him. Legends, loyalty, and buried treasure are revealed as Stanley learns to survive. Newbery Medal 1999. For grades 5-8.
RC 63020 

DB 63020 (May be available only for download)

BR 16781

Princess Academy by Shannon Hale. 

When it is decreed that Prince Steffan of Danland will choose a bride from remote Mount Eskel, Miri and all the village girls--including newly arrived Britta--attend a princess academy to prepare them for the potential honor. Newbery Honor Book 2006. For grades 5-8.
BR 11287 

Running Out of Time by Margaret Peterson Haddix. 

In 1840, Jessie Keyser, twelve, lives with her family in the town of Clifton. But when Jessie’s friends begin falling ill, her mother tells her the shocking truth: It is really 1996, and the family is part of an elaborate tourist attraction--one that has gone horribly wrong. It’s now up to Jessie to escape to the modern world to find help. For grades 5-8.

RC 53829 

DB 53829 (May be available only for download)

Fair Weather: a Novel by Richard Peck. 

Three youngsters travel from an Illinois farm to Chicago in 1893 to visit their Aunt Euterpe and the world’s fair. Their escapades at the fair and the differences between country and city ways provide Lottie, Rosie, Buster, their grandfather, and even their aunt with life-changing experiences. For grades 5-8.
RC 50211 

DB 50211 (May be available only for download)

BR 15070

My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George.  

Sam Gribley relates his adventures during the year he lives alone in the Catskill Mountains. He describes his struggle for survival, his dependence on nature, his animal friends, and his ultimate realization that he needs human companionship. For grades 5-8.
RC 33457 

DB 33457 (May be available only for download)

Dealing with Dragons by Patricia C. Wrede. 

Princess Cimorene is curious, energetic, feisty, and not at all the proper princess that her parents--the very proper king and queen--wish her to be. Determined not to marry the vapid prince that has been chosen for her, she runs away and throws herself wholeheartedly into a career as a dragon’s princess. As she fends off nosy wizards and helps out hysterical princesses, she makes a firm place for herself in the dragon world. For grades 5-9.

RC 48972

DB 48972 (May be available only for download)

BR 9403

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle. 

Meg Murry, her younger brother Charles Wallace, and her neighbor Calvin are transported to the planet Camazotz as they search for Meg’s lost father, a scientist studying time travel. Newbery Medal 1963. For grades 5-8.
RC 45659 

BR 17375

Lily’s Crossing by Patricia Reilly Giff. 

In the summer of 1944, Lily goes to Rockaway Beach, New York, with her grandmother. There Lily meets Albert, a young Hungarian refugee orphan who fled from the Nazis. When Lily tells lies to impress Albert, there are unexpected consequences. For grades 5-8.
RC 63395 

DB 63395 (May be available only for download)

BR 17220

Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer; selected, translated, and adapted by Barbara Cohen.

Four of Geoffrey Chaucer’s tales retold in modern English. The nun’s priest recounts the barnyard adventures of prideful rooster Chauntecleer, the pardoner teaches a lesson about greed, the wife of Bath relates a baffled knight’s dilemma, and the franklin celebrates courtly love. For grades 5-8 and older readers.
RC 55550

DB 55550 (May be available only for download)

BR 17274

Hoot by Carl Hiaasen. 

Middle school student Roy has just moved from Montana to south Florida. He befriends a boy named Mullet Fingers and his stepsister, who are trying to prevent a pancake-house chain from building a restaurant over a colony of burrowing owls. Newbery Honor Book 2003. For grades 6-9.
RC 59792 

DB 59792 (May be available only for download)

Airborn by Kenneth Oppel. 

Teenaged Kate is a first-class passenger on the same airship where Matt is cabin boy. When the airship is captured by pirates then crashes on a remote island, Matt puts aside helping Kate search for legendary flying creatures to focus on survival. Printz Honor Book 2005. For grades 6-9.


RC 52960 

DB 52960 (May be available only for download)

Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan. 

RC 54970 
Esperanza Renace (Spanish Language)

Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave their wealthy and privileged life in Mexico to go work in the southern California agricultural labor camps. They must adapt to the harsh circumstances facing migrant farm workers on the eve of the Great Depression. For grades 6-9.
RC 62761

DB 62761 (May be available only for download)

BR 14785

Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell. 

When her Native American tribe leaves a California coastal island, Karana remains behind with her younger brother. After his death, she survives for eighteen years finding comfort, beauty, and at times joy in her solitude. Newbery Medal 1961. For grades 6-9.
RC 30535 

DB 30535 (May be available only for download)

BR 11525

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen. 

Brian, thirteen and troubled by his parent’s divorce, is flying in a single-engine plane to visit his father. As Brian is the only passenger, the pilot casually shows him how to fly the plane. When the pilot has a heart attack and dies, Brian must take control. After the plane crashes in the Canadian wilderness, Brian has only the hatchet attached to his belt to help him survive. Newbery Honor Book 1988. For grades 6-9 and older readers.

RC 61659 

DB 61659 (May be available only for download)

Listening for Lions by Gloria Whelan. 

Orphaned after the influenza epidemic in British East Africa in 1919, thirteen-year-old Rachel is tricked into assuming a deceased girl’s identity. Rachel travels to England to gain her supposed grandfather’s affection, but her only dream is to return to Africa and rebuild her parents’ mission hospital. For grades 6-9.



RC 51967

BR 16484

Fever, 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson. 

Philadelphia, 1793. Fourteen-year-old Matilda works in her widowed mother’s busy coffeehouse along with her grandfather and their cook, Eliza--a freed slave. When a yellow fever epidemic hits the city, people panic and flee, and Matilda’s life turns upside down. For grades 6-9 and older readers. 
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